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HEPATITISB, ACUTE

l. IDENTIFICATION

A. CLINICAL CASEDEFINITION: Anacuteillnesswithinsi diousonset of symptomsincluding
anorexia, vagueabdominal discomfort, nausea, vomiting, sometimesarthral giasandrash, often
progressingtojaundice. Only asmal | portionof infectionsareclinically recognized: lessthan
10% of childrenand 30 —50% of adultswithacuteinfectionwill haveictericdisease. The
clinical casedefinitionof acutehepatitisB isanacuteilInesswith d) di screteonset of symptoms
andb) jaundiceor elevated serumaminotransferaselevels.

B. REPORTINGCRITERIA: Laboratory confirmation.

C. LABORATORY CRITERIA FORCONFIRMATION:
1. IgM antibody to hepatitisB coreantigen (anti-HBc) positive(if done) or apositivetest for
hepatitisB surfaceantigen (HBSAQ).
2. IgM anti-HAV negative(if done).

D. KENTUCKY CASE DEFINITION:
A casethat meetstheclinical casedefinitionandislaboratory confirmed.

. ACTIONSREQUIRED/PREVENTION MEASURES

A. KENTUCKY DISEASE SURVEILLANCEREQUIRESPRIORITY NOTIFICATION:
Reporttothelocal or stateheal th department withinone(1) businessday of theidentification of
acase or suspected case.

B. EPIDEMIOLOGY REPORTSREQUESTED:
1. Kentucky ReportableDiseaseForm —EPID 200 (Rev. Jan/03), OR
2. HepatitisB InfectioninPregnant Womanor Child- EPID 394 (01/03).

C. PREVENTION MEASURES:

o HepatitisB vaccinerecommendedfor all children0, 1-2 and 6- 18 monthsof ageor, if not
previously received, beforeentry toschool or sixthgradeentry.

e HepatitisB vaccineisrecommendedfor personsinthefollowinghighrisk groups: Persons
withoccupational risk, clientsand staff of i nstitutionsfor thedevel opmental ly disabl ed;
hemodialysi spatients; reci pientsof certainblood products; househol dand sexual par tnersof
HBsAgpositivecasesand carriers, certaininternational travelers; injectingdrugusers;
sexually activepersonswithmultiplepartners, sexualy activehomosexua andbisexua men
andinmatesof |long-termfacilities.
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D. PUBLICHEALTHINTERVENTIONS:
Educatepatient onhow to protect othersfromexposuretothehepatitisB virus(HBV).
o Identify sexua contacts. Recommendtestingfor susceptibility if testing doesnot
delay treatment beyond 14 daysof thel ast sexual exposure. If contacti ssusceptible,
recommend:

1) HepatitisBimmuneglobulin(HBIG), if it canbegivenwithin 14 daysof the
L ast sexual exposure, AND

2) HepatitisB vaccineif prophylaxiscanbestarted within 14 daysof | ast sexual
contact or if sexua contact withtheinfected personwill continue.

3) Analternatetreatment for personwhoarenotfromahigh-risk groupforwhom
vaccineisroutingly recommended andwhoseregular sex partnershaveacute HBV
infectionistoadminister onedoseof HBIG (without vaccine) andretest the sex
partner for HbsAg3monthslater. Nofurther treatmentisnecessary if thesex
partner becomesHbsAgnegative. If thesex partner remainsHbsAgpositive, a
second doseof HBIG should begivenand thehepatitisB vaccineseriesstarted.

e |dentify householdcontacts.

1) RecommendHBIGif thecontactisaninfant <12 monthsof ageandisexposedtoa
primary caregiver who hasacutehepatitisB.

2) ProphylaxiswithHBIGisnotindicatedfor other househol d contactsof persons
withacuteHBYV infectionunlessthey havehadanidentifiableblood exposuretothe
casewithinthelast 14 days. Individual swithidentifiableblood exposuresshouldbe
treated likesexual exposures.

3) RecommendHep B vaccinefor al household contactsif thepatient becomesa
carier.

[1I.  CONTACTSFORCONSULTATION

A. KENTUCKY DEPARTMENT FORPUBLICHEALTH,SURVEILLANCEAND
HEALTHDATA BRANCH: (502) 564-3418.

B. KENTUCKY DEPARTMENT FORPUBLICHEALTH,COMMUNICABLEDISEASE
BRANCH: (502) 564-3261.

C.  KENTUCKY DEPARTMENT FORPUBLICHEALTH, MMUNIZATION PROGRAM:
(502) 564-4478.

D. KENTUCKY DEPARTMENT FORPUBLICHEALTH, DIVISION OFLABORATORY
SERVICES: (502) 564-4446.
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